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Assessing 21st Century Skills—How to Assess
Learning to Learn

Yuwen Chang’

Abstract

Technologization, drastic social changes and globalization bring on the
learning revolution. United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, Organization for Economic Co-Operation and Development,
Assessment and Teaching of 21st Century Skills Project, Partnership for 21st
Century Learning, and Ministry of Education in Taiwan create their own
frameworks that define essential 21st century skills. An underlying part of all the
models is the ability of learning how to learn with three components: thinking,
acting and living. To evaluate educational outcome, European countries developed
four learning-to-learn models and measurement systems. Although each model has
differential foci attributed to learning to learn components, they all share
components of learning to learn, and it could be divided into cognitive and
affective skills and abilities. Traditionally, educational assessment meant the
assessment of subject achievement. How to assess the future use of learned
abilities and beliefs is the problem that has to be solved. In order cultivate the
cross- curricular ability of learning how to learn, a valid measurement tool for

learning-to-learn is essential.

Keywords:core competence, learning how to learn, assessing learning-to —learn.
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